TREACHERY
tower Park is directed against the war. For that reason it . may be feared that to hold it in the -present serious situation might -prove dangerous to the public security" Woe to him who raises his voice against war! Why, he might preserve the peace 1 In thirty-nine popular meetings the Socialists try to attain under a roof that which was forbidden under the open sky. In vain. Two days later they try it once again in seventeen meetings. The Police disperse them all.
It feels itself to  be  strong.   It  reads   the   Forwarts
and hears how, muttering sullenly, it wavers: "We will
not live through the coming events with fatalistic indiffer-
ence. We shall remain true to our cause, convinced of the
lofty greatness of our mission of civilisation. The first enact-
ments of martial law strike the workers'  movement with
fearful severity. Rashness, and useless and ill-judged sacrifices
at this moment, damage not only the individual but also our
cause. We call upon you to be patient until, despite all, the
future belongs to Socialism, the bond between peoples."
The Social Democrat, Hofmann, in the Bavarian Landtag: "We are standing on the brink of an historical event which may endanger the existence of the German Empire, and will perhaps mean calling upon the last man •fa defend his fatherland. If, in a Jew days, the German people should be called to arms, the Social Democrats, to09 will defend their fatherland."
^When the party began this retreat, it felt: "Four miffion electors are too weak for a revolution; therefore we must submit. We will obey, but under protest; never Witt we vote the money in the Reichstag for the great sawder. Our sullen silence shall show our brothers, the enemy, yonder, what we are feeling. We shall soon shake fctotfe over the officers' heads."
Thift appears to have been the decision taken by most Of tte&; few speak differently during the first delibera-Ho resolution is passed. A representative is  sent to Paris to take council with Jaures,   who fee German Haase faithfully, the day before to resist The best thing would be to  pro-
•
